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Press release 

 

STUNNING BONSAI 

JAPAN TAKES CENTER STAGE AT EUROFLORA 2025 
 

Special Guest: Master Naoki Maeoka 

Rare and Monumental Specimens on Display Curated by the Bonsai Art School 

 

Japanese Prints from the Edoardo Chiossone Museum of Oriental Art  

to Be Showcased in the Genoa Municipality Pavilion 

 

Discover the secrets of the ancient art of bonsai at Euroflora 2025. Master Naoki Maeoka will 

be in Genoa as a guest of the 13th edition of the International Flower and Ornamental Plant 

Exhibition, taking place from April 24 to May 4. Master Maeoka earned certification from the 

Japan Bonsai Association in 2015 while working at the Fujikawa Kouka-en bonsai nursery in the 

suburb of Ikeda, near Osaka. Founded in 1950, this nursery is renowned for its high-quality 

bonsai, many of which have been exhibited at the prestigious Kokufu-ten in Tokyo. Guiding and 

mentoring the young Naoki Maeoka, a graduate of Osaka University of Arts, was Master Keiichi 

Fujikawa. 

 

This extraordinary technique of miniaturizing a tree to create a perfect representation of nature 

in a small pot has a long history, dating back to 6th-century China. The tree’s growth is restricted 

through years of pruning, wiring, repotting, and grafting, with plants requiring daily monitoring 

and frequent watering. The almost sculptural skill required to cultivate these trees, honed 

through years of mastering specific techniques, plays a significant role in their value. Throughout 

his career, Master Naoki Maeoka has worked with many species and styles of bonsai, 

developing exceptional practical skills, particularly in enhancing their aesthetic appeal and 

ensuring the proper care of these beautiful yet delicate plants. Recently, he opened his own 

nursery and bonsai school, crafts his own pots, and conducts workshops worldwide. 

 

From Saturday, April 26 to Tuesday, April 29, from 2:30 PM to 6:30 PM, in the scenic setting of 

Euroflora 2025, the master will engage with visitors through workshops and practical 

demonstrations in the Tamerice Arena, located on the first floor of the Jean Nouvel Pavilion. The 

following week, from April 30 to May 4, during the same time slot, instructors from the Bonsai 

Art School will hold practical demonstrations, interacting with the public. Concurrently with the 

workshops, a bonsai exhibition will be set up on the first floor of the Jean Nouvel Pavilion, 

featuring plants from across Italy and several monumental bonsai from a prestigious Swiss 

collection. 

 

Staying with Japan, the Genoa Municipality’s exhibition, organized by ASTER inside the 

Palasport and inspired by the theme of the four seasons, will include reproductions of Japanese 

floral-themed prints from the Edoardo Chiossone Museum of Oriental Art. 
 



 

 

 

****** 
Euroflora is 
 

A hymn to beauty and sustainability with 154 gardens from around the world, spanning 85,000 square 

meters of indoor and outdoor exhibition spaces overlooking the sea in Genoa. This is the spectacle of 

Euroflora 2025, organized by Porto Antico di Genova, now in its thirteenth edition, the only Italian event 

recognized by the AIPH International Association of Horticultural Producers. From Friday, April 24 to 

Sunday, May 4, in the former fairgrounds, now transformed into the Levante Waterfront thanks to a major 

urban redevelopment project designed by Renzo Piano, over 400 Italian and international nursery 

growers will showcase their excellence, alongside innovative landscape architecture projects tied to 

environmental sustainability, “green” tourism proposals, and cutting-edge technologies from the 

research world. Highlights include the Space V space greenhouse with astronaut Franco Malerba, 

demonstrations of advanced agro-floricultural technologies by the Italian Institute of Technology, and 

Nemo’s Garden underwater biosphere. Punctuated by 10-meter-high origami inspired by the image of 

unfurled sails, visitors will embark on an immersive, colorful, seafront journey along a 4-kilometer route. 

The exhibition path starts at the emerging urban park, enters the central arena of the new Palasport, 

continues through the Piazzale Mare spaces and the floating Marina area, and concludes on the two 

floors of the Jean Nouvel pavilion. Four “Arenas” will host shows, concerts, floral designer performances, 

and meetings with prominent scientific communicators like Stefano Mancuso and Mario Tozzi, as well as 

well-known figures such as conductor Peppe Vessicchio and journalist-presenter Federico Quaranta. 

Five halls are dedicated to conferences and meetings reserved for negotiations with buyers. The event 

features 254 competitions to highlight the excellence and beauty of the displayed collections, judged by 

over 100 industry experts on April 23. It will be a tour of Italy’s finest floricultural productions, with strong 

participation from the Liguria Region, alongside Piedmont, Tuscany, Marche, Campania, Puglia, and 

Sicily, with collective and individual presences, universities, parks, and direct involvement from the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food Sovereignty, Coldiretti, Confagricoltura, the National Association of 

Exporting Nursery Growers, Federfiori, the Italian Association of Floriculturists and Florists, and the 

National Association of Flower Exporters and Traders. Among the novelties, the Egyptian Museum of 

Turin presents the Garden of Pleasure, and there are numerous international presences, including the 

Floralies de France and Nirp, with the standout confirmation of the Jardin Exotique de Monaco and its 

splendid succulent specimens. Large palms arrive from Florida, Thailand represents Asia, and Bhutan 

makes its debut—the only country in the world to prioritize Gross National Happiness over GDP. For 

bonsai enthusiasts, world-renowned Japanese master Naoko Maeoka will hold daily classes from April 

26 to 29. In the Liguria Region’s spaces at Euroflora, a section will be dedicated to leading hybridizers 

showcasing the latest production innovations. Over 150 events are scheduled across the 11 days of the 

event: conferences, shows, talks, presentations, workshops, and plenty of music. Info and tickets at: 

www.euroflora.genova.it, directly at the event entrance from April 24 in Piazzale Kennedy. In Genoa, 

ticket offices are located at Porto Antico and Genova Experience points in Piazza De Ferrari and Via San 

Lorenzo.  

 

During Euroflora, on the weekends of April 26-27 and May 3-4, the Rolli Days will take place, opening 

the doors to the city’s most beautiful and fascinating noble palaces. Museums and parks will host special 

exhibitions and events. For this and all other information, visit www.visitgenoa.it. 

 
  

https://www.euroflora.genova.it/
https://www.visitgenoa.it/


 

 

 

PRESS KIT/PHOTOS AND VIDEOS 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/13LPJaKXudkAgJTgALYh1lFe7CRqeHTnt 
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